
AGENDA REPORT 

 

TO: Mayor Pat Humphrey & the Clare City Commission 

FROM: Ken Hibl, City Manager 

DATE: August 1, 2019 

RE: Approval to Submit USDA Grant Application for Fire Department Equipment 

 

For the Agenda of August 5, 2019                 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background.  Members of the Clare Fire Department and City Staff have conducted 

preliminary discussions with USDA representatives regarding the possibility of obtaining a 

grant to assist in funding of needed fire department equipment - namely, a gas detection 

meter system, a new thermal imaging camera, and a turn-out gear extractor & drying 

cabinet (fire department-unique commercial washer & dryer).  Chief Chapman’s 

justification for this equipment is attached.  USDA has indicated the probability of 

receiving grant funds for the purchase of these items is favorable and has invited us to 

submit a grant application.  The City Commission is asked to approve the grant pre-

application submittal.     

 

Issues & Questions Specified.  Should the City Commission approve the submittal of a 

USDA grant pre-application for the purchase of fire department equipment? 

 

Alternatives. 

1. Approve the submittal of the grant application. 

2. Approve a modified (excluding specified items of equipment) form of the grant 

application.  

3. Disapprove the submittal of the grant application. 

4. Set aside the decision regarding this matter to a later date. 

 

Financial Impact.   The total estimated cost of the equipment is $34,499:  $2,277 for the 

gas detection system; $7759 for the thermal imaging camera; $13,187 for the commercial 

washer; and $11,276 for the commercial dryer.  If the grant is approved, we anticipate 

USDA will fund 55% of the costs ($18,974.45) with the balance ($15,524.55) being the 

City’s responsibility.  The commercial washer & dryer and the thermal imaging camera 

were included in the approved 2019/2020 CIP; the gas detection system was not.  The 

Fire Fund has sufficient funds to defray the anticipated local match requirements for the 

purchase of all these items if the grant is approved.    

 

Recommendation.  I recommend that the City Commission approve the submission of the 

grant application by adoption of Resolution 2019-110 (copy att’d). 

  

Attachments.  

1. Chief Chapman’s equipment justification. 

2. Resolution 2019-110. 
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RESOLUTION  2019-110 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY COMMISSION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL 

OF A USDA GRANT PRE-APPLCIATION FOR THE PURCHASE OF NEEDED FIRE 

DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT.   

 

WHEREAS, the City’s approved Capital Improvement Program (CIP) includes the purchase of 

specific fire department equipment, to include the purchase of Turnout Gear Extractor & Drying 

Cabinet (fire department-specific commercial washer & dryer), and the purchase of a new thermal 

imaging camera, the total cost of said equipment being approximately $35,000; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has made initial coordination representatives of the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) to determine the probability of obtaining grant assistance to 

purchase these two specific items of equipment and a gas detection meter system; and 

 

WHEREAS, USDA has provided a preliminary, informal response to the City indicating the 

probability of receiving grant funds to assist (55% funding) in defraying the costs to purchase said fire 

equipment is good; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Staff has recommended that the City Commission approve the submittal 

of said grant application; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Commission has reviewed and considered the recommendation of its 

staff and have determined said recommendations are prudent and sound. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Clare City Commission hereby 

approves the submittal of a grant application to the USDA, the amount of said application not to 

exceed $35,000 with the City being responsible for an amount not to exceed 50% of the total cost of 

said needed fire department equipment.      

 

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY CONFLICT 

WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME ARE HEREBY 

RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner _________ and supported by Commissioner 

____________.   The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote: 

 

YEAS:            

         

NAYS:            

     

ABSENT:       

 

Resolution approved for adoption on this 5
h
 day of August 2019. 

  

 

____________________________ 

      Diane Lyon, City Clerk 




